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a leader on the national and international
level. For the past 12 years Dr. Richardson
served as the general secretary of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention, U.S.A. Inc. He was
elected to this prestigious office in September
1982. The National Baptist Convention con-
sists of more than 30,000 churches and 8 mil-
lion Baptist members across the country. He is
also a member of the general council of the
Baptist World Alliance. In May 1983, he was
elected to the governing board of the National
Council of Churches representing more than
400 million Christians from 150 countries.

As a world-renowned minister, Dr. Richard-
son has preached and travelled extensively on
six continents, including Africa, Asia, Australia,
Europe, and North and South America. In
February 1980, Dr. Richardson was selected
as a member of the 1980 preaching team of
the foreign mission board of countries on the
continent of Africa. Since 1982, he has served
as the L.G. Jordan lecturer in the laymen’s de-
partment of the National Baptist Congress of
Christian Education. In addition, he has
crossed the nation and the world speaking at
churches, conventions, colleges and univer-
sities.

I am personally honored to join with Rev-
erend Richardson’s parishioners, family,
friends and neighbors in this 20th anniversary
celebration.
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FISCAL YEAR 1996 BUDGET

HON. MIKE WARD
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 1995

Mr. WARD. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
March 30, 1995, I had the opportunity to tes-
tify before the House Committee on the Budg-
et. The following is the text of my testimony.
STATEMENT OF CONGRESSMAN MIKE WARD BE-

FORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON THE BUDG-
ET, MARCH 30, 1995

Mr. Chairman: Thank you for allowing me
to share my views on the fiscal year 1996
budget submitted to Congress by President
Clinton. My statement will reflect my firm
belief that the well-being of our children
should be a national priority.

Specifically, I call your attention to Head
Start, child nutrition programs, the Consoli-
dated Child Care block grant, and the Vac-
cines for Children Program. The fiscal year
1996 budget presented by President Clinton
calls for moderate increases in these pro-
grams. Head Start funding will go from $3.535
billion to $3.935 billion. Funding for child nu-
trition programs would be $8.06 billion in
1996, an increase from $7.7 billion this year.
The block grant would increase from $949
million to $1.094 billion and $845 million is
proposed for the vaccine program.

I believe these levels of funding are en-
tirely appropriate because these programs
work. Furthermore, educating and nurturing
our children, preventing disease through im-
munization, and providing quality child care
are critical to assuring the health and wel-
fare of our young people. We must not let
our commitment to our future be lost in the
frenzy to cut the budget. Focusing our atten-
tion on these goals, in my view, will ensure
the prosperity of America for years to come.

In closing, I am very proud to represent
Louisville and Jefferson County, KY. Taking
care of the needs of the children in our com-
munity has always been a serious concern of
our elected leaders like Louisville Mayor

Jerry Abramson and Jefferson County Judge/
Executive David Armstrong.

Also, many of our citizens like Libby
Grever, executive director of Community Co-
ordinated Child Care, and Dr. Rice Leach,
commissioner of the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky Department for Health Services, have
worked for years on behalf of our children.
Dr. Leach, for example, is currently working
to immunize all of Kentucky’s children. I
know that each of them joins me in urging
your most thoughtful consideration of these
concerns.

Chairman Kasich and Ranking Member
Sabo, I appreciate your courtesy and time.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I
rise today in support of the concept of Medi-
care subvention, found in H.R. 580 and H.R.
861. These two bills would let military retirees
and veterans use their Medicare benefits at
military or VA hospitals.

I take great interest in this legislation be-
cause the concepts contained in H.R. 861
originated in my hometown—with Col. Walter
D. Mikulich, Maj. Edward H. Townsend, and
Lt. Col. George R. Smith, in the San Diego
military retiree and veteran health care study
group.

Military health care facilities can actually
treat older military retirees for less than Medi-
care pays civilian providers, but cannot afford
to enroll Medicare-eligible retirees unless Con-
gress changes the law to allow reimbursement
from Medicare. So, older military retirees are
now limited to using Medicare in the civilian
community at a higher cost to everyone—
Medicare, taxpayers, and beneficiaries. Those
who do use military facilities lose the Medicare
benefit they deserve.

The exclusion of retired personnel from the
military health care system undermines the
long-term interest of our country. A crucial as-
pect of personnel readiness is maintaining
strong incentives for high-quality personnel to
continue to serve full military careers. Offers of
lifetime health care benefits are one of the pri-
mary incentives that induced many current re-
tired members to serve military careers that
often spanned two or three wars. Now, they
are upset at the broken promise—and the
prospect of no coverage but Medicare, at a
time when reductions in Medicare benefits are
on the congressional table.

Another consideration is the recruitment and
retention of quality medical personnel at our
military hospitals. Professional advancement
means that medical personnel must see and
treat a wide range of patients with a broad
spectrum of medical problems. Medicare-eligi-
ble retirees would provide that clinical experi-
ence.

Medicare subvention is an idea that makes
sense for everyone. Older retirees have
earned military health care through decades of
selfless service to this great country. It is time
for us to keep our promise to our veterans and
provide them access to the VA and military
health care facilities of their choice.

‘‘TO AMEND’’ MEANS ‘‘TO
IMPROVE’’

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 1995

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, my law
school classmate, Prof. George Anastaplo,
writes an interesting piece on the balanced
budget amendment and on term limits, the lat-
ter of which comes to the floor this week. I
submit his paper:

‘‘TO AMEND’’ MEANS ‘‘TO IMPROVE’’

(By George Anastaplo)

The considerable talk we hear these days
of a balanced-budget amendment and of a
legislative term-limitation amendment poses
challenges to constitutional scholars re-
spectful of the integrity of the Constitution.
Both amendments would probably be trou-
blesome if ratified: the first (an exercise in
constitutional frivolity) because it is not
likely to work; the second because it is like-
ly to work, thereby crippling the Govern-
ment of the United States. It does not help
matters that the principal balanced-budget
proposal currently before the Congress con-
tains language that invites confusion and
litigation, language that is singularly
unfelicitous for permanent enshrinement in
the Constitution.

Those who recognize how a balanced-budg-
et amendment could readily be circumvented
by both legislatures and executives suggest
other ways of accomplishing such an amend-
ment’s purposes. One response is that a limi-
tation be placed upon the amount of tax-
ation that is permitted annually. But cir-
cumvention is likely there also, as may be
seen in how State governments have had to
work their way around such limitations. In
fact, no mechanical rule or formula can take
the place in such matters of political judg-
ment on the part of both the people and their
government, if there is to be sound guidance
of the economy in varying circumstances.
Such guidance depends upon sensible assess-
ments not only of the causes and con-
sequences of deficits but also of the costs,
consequences, and desirability of balancing
the national budget at any particular time.
Here, as elsewhere, myths and misinforma-
tion have to be reckoned with. Many of these
questions about economic and fiscal policies
are better addressed directly and preferably
by legislatures as circumstances change. A
curious aspect of the balanced-budget situa-
tion today is that two-thirds of each House
of Congress would vote for an amendment
that might some day require a balanced
budget, while at the same time one-half of
each House could vote for a balanced budget
during this session of Congress.

Those who recognize that term limitations
for legislators can truly be crippling look to
other remedies to deal with what they con-
ceive to be the underlying problems. One set
of remedies has to do with changes that
could reduce the advantages of incumbency,
including severe limitations upon political
contributions and campaign expenditures. (A
reconsideration by the United States Su-
preme Court of its unfortunate First Amend-
ment rulings with respect to these matters
should be encouraged.) Most of these rem-
edies, too, are more appropriate for legisla-
tion than for constitutional amendments, es-
pecially since experiments and revisions are
apt to be needed.

It is often said that those who hold legisla-
tive offices today are virtually impossible to
defeat. But this is not, as many seem to be-
lieve, because incumbents are immune from
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public scrutiny and control. On the contrary,
incumbents these days tend to be very sen-
sitive, perhaps unduly so, to the opinions of
their constituents. Indicative of what has
long been happening is the fact that incum-
bents do say quite different things on the is-
sues of the day, depending on precisely where
they are from and what electorate they rely
upon. Public opinion polling makes it easier
for each incumbent to tailor his words and
deeds to the opinions and immediate desires
of his constituents. Would Members of Con-
gress who know they can be there for only a
few more years once they ‘‘learn the ropes’’
be inclined to devote themselves to their de-
manding duties, unconcerned about prepar-
ing the way for their subsequent career?

It is likely, in any event, that most if not
all of the constitutional amending being agi-
tated these days (including the line-item
veto) would be much better dealt with
through legislation that can be readily ad-
justed and, if need be, improved or even re-
pealed as circumstances change.
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, Saturday, April
8, 1995 will be a very special day for the State
of Michigan and for the city of Taylor. On that
day, tribute will be paid to a great patriot and
a great friend to the veterans in Michigan,
Wayne ‘‘Boomer’’ Buck.

Boomer has served since June of 1994 as
the State commander of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Veterans of Foreign Wars. In that ca-
pacity, he has worked tirelessly to provide vig-
orous leadership to support the department’s
member posts, and guide their commanders.
As the State commander, he has been re-
sponsible for the administration of a depart-
ment with 88,000 members, comprised of vet-
erans of all conflicts from World War I to the
present.

Wayne Buck was born and raised in Michi-
gan. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1956, and
served aboard a 7th Fleet destroyer in the
South China Sea during a period of high ten-
sion in that part of the world. For that, he was
awarded the China Service Ribbon. He re-
turned to duty in the United States in 1957
and was honorably discharged from the Navy
in 1962.

Boomer has been active in the VFW since
joining the Walter J. Smith Post 511 in New
Britain, CT, in 1966. He became a life member
of the VFW in 1970. While living in Connecti-
cut, he served as an active member of his
home post as well as on committees at the
district and department level.

After returning to his home State of Michi-
gan, Boomer served as an officer and com-
mander of Post 9283 in Southgate, achieving
recognition as All State Commander in 1983.
He later served in a district office, and was
elected district four commander in 1987. His
exceptional performance led to recognition as
outstanding district commander that year. He
later served as POW/MIA department chair-
man for Michigan, as Michigan vice com-
mander, and became Michigan department
commander in June, 1994.

Mr. Speaker, my friend Wayne ‘‘Boomer’’
Buck has devoted his life to service of his

country and those who have worn its uniform.
He has done so with energy, integrity and
skill. It is with pride that I commend him to you
with the highest praise I can render: ‘‘Citizen,
Patriot, Friend.’’
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TRIBUTE TO SKIP CIOFFI

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
April 1, 1995, Mr. Henry R. ‘‘Skip’’ Cioffi will
be honored by the Figli Colombo, Sons of Co-
lumbus, in a testimonial dinner at Mike
Doolan’s Restaurant in Spring Lake Heights,
NJ. It is a great honor and privilege to pay
tribute to this special man and good friend
who played an important role in helping me
get my start in politics.

Mr. Cioffi is probably best known as the
mayor of Long Branch, NJ, my hometown. He
was first elected mayor in 1970, after having
served as a city councilman since 1962. He
was subsequently reelected to 4-year terms in
1974 and 1978. His 12 years as mayor stand
as the longest tenure of any directly elected
mayor in the history of Long Branch. Mayor
Cioffi’s record is an impressive and distin-
guished one. During his tenure, Ocean Boule-
vard was initiated, the police department was
reorganized, and taxes were stabilized. His vi-
sion led to creation of the Monmouth County
Park System’s Seven Presidents Park, the
preservation of valuable ocean-front acreage,
restoration of the boardwalk, and the construc-
tion of a satellite facility for Brookdale Commu-
nity College in downtown Long Branch.

Mr. Speaker, Skip Cioffi’s life story reads
like a great American success story. Mr. Cioffi
grew up in Monmouth County, attended the
Lyceum in Long Branch and Red Bank Catho-
lic High School. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps after high school, and served for 39
months before being honorably discharged in
December 1952. He has received degrees
from Monmouth College and the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Finance.
He has spent his entire career in public serv-
ice. In addition to his elected offices in Long
Branch, he served as business administrator
of the public schools systems in Eatontown,
NJ, and Elizabeth, NJ. In 1961 he married
Jean A. DeStafano, and they have four chil-
dren, Michael, Gina, Danielle, and Skip, Jr.
His daughter Gina did a great job during the
6 years she served as executive assistant in
my Capitol Hill office.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to pay
tribute to my friend Skip Cioffi. I join with the
members of Figli Colombo in congratulating
him on his wonderful and exemplary career in
public service.
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TERM LIMITS

HON. WAYNE ALLARD
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 1995

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, yesterday was a
historic day. For the first time in history, the
House of Representatives debated and voted

on term limits for its Members. I have and
continue to be a strong supporter of term lim-
its. Term limits would help to deter Members
from acting in a career-oriented, self interested
manner and would promote decisions for the
public good. In short, term limits would make
legislators more responsive to the people.

The support for term limits has been dem-
onstrated by the 22 State term limits initiatives
and polls showing 70 percent or more ap-
proval by the public. My State of Colorado
was the first State to enact limits in 1990 with
a 12-year limit and in 1994 with a 6-year
House limit.

Four versions of term limits were offered
yesterday. In the end, it was the Colorado law
that I voted in favor of. I voted against the Din-
gell-Peterson 12–12 years amendment be-
cause it was retroactive, which has been re-
jected by States, and also because it would
supersede all State term limit laws. I voted in
favor of the Inglis 6–12 yeas amendment be-
cause it was the same as the Colorado provi-
sion, 6 years for House Members and 12
years for Senators. I also voted in favor of the
Van Hilleary 12–12 year amendment because
it would not supersede any State term limit
law. This amendment would have kept the
Colorado term limit law in place. I voted
against the McCollum 12–12 years version be-
cause it would have superseded all other
State term limit laws.

I believe the voters of Colorado who voted
for 6 years in the House and 12 years in the
Senate know best. The Federal Government
should respect the desires of each State. The
McCollum amendment was flawed because it
would have nullified all other State limits. If ei-
ther the Inglis or Hilleary amendments had
made it to final passage I would have enthu-
siastically voted yes. In my view, they were
the only acceptable term limits proposals the
House debated.
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CAPT. ROBERT PEARSON: A TRUE
CREDIT TO THE BADGE

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 30, 1995

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Capt. Robert Pearson, the third district
commander of the Michigan State Police, as
he retires after more than 23 years of service
to the people of Michigan as a member of the
Michigan Department of State Police. His de-
votion to duty, care for the officers he com-
mands, and attention to the needs and con-
cerns of the people of Michigan who called
upon him during his time as a member of the
department have earned him the thanks and
true respect of those whose lives he touched
during a most memorable career.

Robert Pearson was born in Waverly, TN,
and came to Michigan as a young boy. He at-
tended both Ferris State University and Delta
College, while serving as a member of the
U.S. Marine Corps for 21⁄2 years between en-
rollments. He is a Vietnam veteran, having ad-
mirably served his country and earning a
Presidential Unit Citation and a National De-
fense award.
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